Studies on Paul--Bunnell (P-B) antigen--antibody system. IV. Unresponsiveness to one of P-B antigens in infectious mononucleosis.
Sera of 198 patients with infectious mononucleosis (IM), which were obtained during the 3rd or 4th week of the disease, were studied for the presence of antibodies to BS and B antigens of the Paul--Bunnell (P-B) antigenic complex. Six of these IM patients had anti-B antibodies without or with very low-titer anti-BS antibodies and the remaining patients had both types of antibodies at high titers. These 6 IM patients would have been misdiagnosed as seronegative if the traditional P-B tests with sheep erythrocytes had been employed. BS antigen was demonstrated in a large amount in chloroform-methanol extracts of peripheral blood buffy coat and of erythrocytes obtained from 1 of the 6 patients during the 3rd week of the disease and right after recovery.